
IMMEDIATE
No. CPD-23014 I 2 I ZO?I-CPD

Crovernment of India
Ministry of Coal

Shastri Bhas,an, Ner,l, Delhi,
q tJuly ,2A21

lo

1. The Chairman-cum-Managing Director,
Coal India Limited, Coal Bhawan,
Premise No-04 MAR, Plot No-AF-III,Action Area-1A,
Newtown, Rajarhat, Kolkata - 700156

2. The Chairman-cum-Managing Director,
Singareni Collieries Company Limited,
18, Red Hills, Khairatabad pO, Hyderabad,
Telangana.

Subject: Meeting of the Standing Linkage Committee (Long-Term) for power Sector -SLC (LTl No. o2l2t

Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith the Minutes of the Meeting of the SLC (LT) forPower Sector held on 19.05'2021 to consider the requests for coal linkages toCentral / State Sector Power Plants and to review the status of existing coallinkages/ LoAs & other related matters.

2 The recommendation of the sLC (LT) in respect of Agenda Item No. 3 is underex€unrnatlon.

3' Recommendation of ttre SLC (LT) in respect of other Agenda Items has beenapproved by the CoTP_.Elt Authority. In theiase of Agenda Item No. 2 i.e. Letter ofAssurance (LoA) of SJVN Thermal Pvt. Ltd., since the tlme fine recommended by thesLC (LT) for submission of the documents to ccL / cIL till 30.06.2021 is alreadyover, the Competent Authority has also extended the time line for submission of thedocuments to ccl. / cL to one (1) month from the date of the issuance oithis letter

Enclosure as aboue

Yours faithfully,

@"-/t
(Mukesh Choudhafi,)

Copy to -

Director

L
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lis fvo-irr"t.a Authority, Ministry of Coal

'iu.lorr, Secretary, (p&S), Ministry of Coal rl

Copy to:
(i) Coal ControUer, Coal Controller Organization, Kolkata
(ii) Director (Technical), CIL, Kolkata
(iii) cM (SAM), CIL, Kolkata
(rq CGM (CP), CIL, Kolkata
(v) cM (S&M), cIL, Dethi

Copy also to -
1. PS to Minister of Coal
2. PSO to Secreta_ry (Coal)
3. PPS to Additiona.l Secretary (CoaI)
4. PS to JS (vT)
4. PS to Director (CpD)

oZ.

g -rg-e1p 
1-s-ecritaryl E.p-an-r"-." t i- r"[r"ti,a -eJ-.y-a -p.i r-otion] Uay.gl M;*-u;-phawal, New Dethi

I

9. ;Executive oirecioicoat, nail*"v-s.-a, Ro.- No. z-o r. n- r-gra-*rn, r,l--"i r rr.rEm-u".-rDelhr I

: Secretary, Uinlstry of Steet, Uav-oig-lri--"; N.i"-O.lfi

BCCL, CCL, ECL, MCL, NCL;S_E.L_&-W_CL_ 
_

rnan-cum - Managin g birector,-C-ent.i-ful"l
Gondwana Place, Kanke Road, Ranchi.

---1------jority, Sewa Bhawan, RK puram, Niw -l M"r"#-itttt



Minutes of the M€€ting of the standing Linkage committee (Long Termf tsl,c (LTll for power Sector held on
19.o5.2o21 at 11.3O P.M through Vldeo Conference - SLC (LTl No. 2t2O2L

List of particlpants is at the Annexure

AgendaItemNo.1:ConfirmationofthcMlnutesof

Record of Discussions: There were no comments from anv member

Recommendatlons: Minutes of the Meeting of the SLC held on 04.O2.2O27 are confirmed.

Agenda Item No. 2z Letter of Assurance (LoAf of SJVII Thermal kt. ttd-

SJVN Limited (SJVNL), a CPSE, under the administrative control of Ministry of power is setting up 132O MWBuxar Thermal Power Project (BTPP) at Buxar, Bihar through a wholly owned subsidiary - sJVfr Tiermal pr,t.
Ltd. (STPL) and the investment approval of Cabinet Commiltee on Economic Affairs (CaEA) was accorded forthis project on O8.03.2O19. The SLC (LT) of Ministry of Coal in its meeting held on 2t.O8.2OlZ badrecommended long term coal linkage to 1320 Mw BTPP of STPL from Coal Indialmited (CIL) subjeci to thecondition that the PP submits a clearance from Ministry of Coal that no coal block is aliotted to it and allissues related to any coal biocks a.llocation are settled by the pp.

The Letter of Assurance (LoA) was issued by Central Coalfrelds Ltd. (CCL) vide its letter dated lO.l2.2Ota b
STPL towards coal linkage of BTPP, wherein a total of 9 milestones ',lz"." io be achieved within a period of 24months from the date of LoA for signing of Fuel Supply Agreement (FSA). A11 the milesto.r.", 

"*""pt tt "milestone which was with regard to the financial closuie lFCj of the projec[, were completed weit qrittrin thestipulated time. SJVNL has signed MoU with Power Finance Corporation (pFC) and Rural Electrification
Corporation (REC) on 26.7.1.2O2O for rtebt funding of the project and achieved FC of the project. However, dueto LoA requirement wherein the LoA clause required the final sanction letters, tl:e "o-il.iio., of the 9 th i.e.the last milestone was not considered as achieved by CCL. Subsequently, STpL vide lelter dated 27.O1.2021has submitted the intimation of loan sanction issued by PFC and Ric in 

-favour 
of BTpp to CCL and informedthat the loan documentation process is underway with both the financial institutions. STpL envisages the FCdocumentation as required for consideration of the PC milestone as achieved to be complied by 3l.o:3.2o21.

CCEA approval was granted to the generating company wittr a condition to complete the project with no costand time overrun.
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MinistryofPowerhasrequestedvideo.Mdat"aoa.os
the FC and waive off the requirement of additiona-l Commitment Guarantei. Ministry of power has alsorequested to extend the validity of the LoA suitably so that the FSA for the project be signed.

Record of Discusslons: It Yas discussed that long term coal linkage under B (i) of SHAKTI policy has beengranted to 132O MW BTPP of STPL from CIL and STPL has not been able to achieve the last milestone withregard to finalcial closure (FC) within th: stipulated time as per the LoA conditions for signing of FSA.
Further, Ministry of Power has recommended to condone the delay in achievement of the FC, wai"ve off therequirement of adaitional commitment cuarantee ;#;"Jl-"::l?";';:Tffiff1;:ir:T.I?,ffii;";::
the FSA for the project can be signed.

Project Proponent informed that the final loan sanction letter has been issued by pFC and REC in favour of
BTPP al1d they have a-lso entered into an agreement with a Bank's consortium on l6.O3.2O2L project
Proponent requested to extend the validity of the LoA as an agreement has been entered with the Bank,s
consortium and this is the last LoA condition, which was delayed due to the prevailing covid panlemic
situation in the country. It was a-lso stated that they have been waiting for an exteniion of the LoA, so that thefinal loal sanction ietter & the agreement entered into with the Bank's consortium be intimated to CIL for
signing of an FSA. CCL & CIL informed that the final letter of loan sanction as per the LoA conditions has not
been deposited by the Project Proponent to CCL.
Ministry of Power recommended to condone the appa-rent delay in achievement of the FC, waiver of therequirement of additional Commitment Guarantee ald extension of the vaiidity of the LoA. It was a-lso statedthat the Project Proponent would have submitted the frnal loan sanction as an agreement has been enteredwith SBI consortium, however, the Project Proponent have been waiting for an extension of the LoA. F\rther,
as per the LoA, the FC was to be achieved by December, 2O2O ead, in view of the delay, Ministry of power
requests for arr extension of the validity of the loA till March, 202 1.

Recommendations: Keeping in view of the request of the Project Proponent as well as the recommendation ofMinistry of Power, SLC (LT) recommended to cond.one the delay in achievement of LoA .onaltion oi r',C.
extension of the validity of the LoA till 31"t March, 2027 and su6mission of the documents t" cciTCn tiri 

]3O.06.2021 as well as waiver of the requirement of additional Commitment Guatantee. 
I

I
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NLCIL vide letter dated 23.O1.2O2I ..qu."
Neyveli Uttar Pradesh power Limited (NUppL) (3 x 660 MW).

Pachwara South coal block was allocated to NUPPL. Pre-project activities of pachwara South oCp likeGeological Exploration and Geological report approval, Siti survey, Mining plan and Mine closure planapproval have been completed and the remaining activities iit " soc[ Impact Assessment study,Environmental Impact Assessment, obtaining FC are in progress.

SLC (LT) in its meeting held on 18.11 .2079 granted Bridge Linkage of 0.5 MT for 2o2o-21 for Ghatampur Tpp(3 x 660 MW) and lhe balance requirement to be reviewed in zoio-21 after taking into account the inputs ondevelopment of coal block from the project proponent and the NA.

As per the approved mining plan, coal production from Pachwara South OCp is expected to commence from2023-24. Estimatedcoalproduction in2023-24is 1.68MT. Coalrequirementof theTppfor 2O2t-22,2022-23 and 2023-24 is 2.33 MT,7.92 MT and 8.35 MT. Additional coal .equirement after supplyrng coal fromPachwara South ocP is 2.33 MT for 2021-22,7.92MT for 2022-23 and 6.67 MT (g.35 MT - r.oa ut; ror2023-24.

NLCIL has requested to grant balance coal requirement of GTPP after supplyrns coal from pachwara southOCP as Bridge Linkage from the nearest mines of NCL.

Record of Discussions: It was discussed that SLC [.t) 1n its meeting held on 1g. 17.2o1g had granted BridgeLinkage of 0.5 MT for 2o2o-21 for Ghatampur TPP (3 x 660 Mw) anJthe balance requirement to be reviewedin 2o2o-21 after taking into account the inputs on development of Pachwara South coal block f.";;; ]Project proponent. It was also discussed that the coal production from pachwara South coal block is expectedto commence from 2023-24.

Project Proponent informed that the coal block would be operational as per the approved mining plan in 2023-24. However, certain clearances required from the State Government of Jharkrand have been iirpacted due tothe lockdown conditions 
"" ". 

.."rlt of covid Pandemic. In addition, notification under section 11 (1) of thecBA Act would be issued shortly. It was stated that the project is progressing well. with regard to tire powerplants, it was informed that coD of unit-I of Ghatampur ree is expected in November, 2o2L Further, coDfor unit-Il and unit-III is expected in April, 2022 & september, d.o22 respectively. project proponent alsostated that no other coal block is linked with Ghatampur TPP and requestid to eitend the Bridge Linkageupto 2023-24.
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Itwasdiscussedthatinth-ecurrentfinancia]year,coa1*o
and the requirement for all the three Units would commence from the next financii year ile. 2022-23.
Representative from Ministry of Power recommended for the extension of the bridge linkage Lf the plant.

Representative from P&S-I Section, Ministry of Coal informed that Geological Report and Mining plan for the
coal block have been approved and CMPDIL has been requested to ca-lculate the upfront amoun"t for the coal
block. Mining Plan for the coal block was approved in 2O2O.
Representative from CMPDIL stated that the upfront amount for the coal block has been calculated and
already sent to Ministry of Coa-l.

Recommendations: Based on the deliberations, SLC (LT) recommended extension of Bridge Linkage for the
Ghatampur TPP (3 x 660 MW) of NUPPL upto 2023-24.

* Recommendation of the SLC lLTl on the Item No. 3 is under examination.

Additlonal Agenda Item No. 1: Extenslon of Bridge ti

allottee. It has been stated that GR was received from JUUNL on 27.O7.2O1g and subsequently, Mining plan
was submitted in the Ministry of CoaI on 30.o3.2o2o for approval, which is presently unter considerat"ion of

Ministry of Power vide O.M dated 17.05.2o21 has stated that pursuant to take over from JUUNL (Jharkhand
U{a Utpadal Nigam Limited), Patratu Super Thermal Power Project (3 x SOO) is being established by pVUNL
(Patratu Vidy'ut Utpadan Nigam Limited), a subsidiary of NTPC in JV with JBVNL 1-.lt "rt 

t..ra elii vitran
Nigam Limited). Ministry of Power has stated that Patratu Project is linked with Banhardih captive 6"oal block
which was formally allocated to JUUNL and on 02.06.2o17, PVUNL signed deed of adherence with Ministry ofCoal for transfer of coal block from JUUNL. Subsequently, based on the application of pVUNL for Bridge
Linkage against the allocated coal block, SLC (LT) in the meeting held on 29.06.2017 recommended for grant
of Bridge Linkage to PVUNL from Coal India Limited (CIL) for 3 yiars from the date of assignment of allotment
agreement of the coal mine in favour of PVUNL. The Banhardih coal block was formally a-ssigned in favour of
PVUNL on 25.06.2078 arrd hence, the Bridge Linkage is valid upto 24.06.2021 (which Is 3 years from
25.06.2018). Thereafter, MoU under the Bridge Linkage was sign-d with Central Coalfrelds Limited with
validity tpto 24.06.2027 .

Ministry of Power has also stated that Patratu Project is presently under construction and its lsr unit is
expected to be commissioned in 2022-23. However, production from Banhardih coa-l mine has got delayed
(expected 2024-25), mainly attributed to late receipt of Geological Report (GR) of the mine from tfre pievious
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theMinistryofCoa.1.NTPChasrequestedforextending
meeting the coal requirement of Patratu plalt after commissioning.

Ministry of Power has recommended the request of NTpc for consideration by SLC (LT).

Record of Dlscussions: It was discussed that SLC (LT) in its meeting held on 29.06.2O17 recommended for
grant of Bridge Linkage for Patratu Super Thermal Power Project (3 x 8OO) of PVUNL from CIL for 3 years from
the date of assignment of allotment agreement of the coal mine in favour of PVUNL. The Banhardih coa_l block
was formally assigned in favour of PVUNL on 25.06.2O18 and hence, the Bridge Linkage given is valid upto
24-06.2027 (which is 3 years from 25.O6.2O18). Further, the Banhardih coal block is eipected to commence
production in 2024-25. Extension of Bridge Linkage has been recommended by Ministry of power for further
period of three years.

Project Proponent informed that as per the revised Mining Plan, which is submitted for the approval of
Ministry of Coal, the coal production from Banhardih coa-l block would start from 2024-25 ,rra ifr. p"uf.
Rated Capacity of 12 MT would be achieved in 2O30-31. Further, the three Units of patratu Super Thermal
Power Project would be operational in November, 2023, May,2024 & November, 2024 respectively.

Ministry of Power stated that they have already recommended for an extension of Bridge Linkage ald should
be considered.

Representative from O/o the Nominated Authority informed that the Mining plan submitted by the project
Proponent is presently under consideration of Ministry of Coal and the facts hendoned by NTpi are correct
as per their records.

Nominated Authorit5r recommended for an extension of the Bridge Linkage but with the caveat that as and
when the coal block is operational, the linkage quantity be reduced.

Recommendations: Based on the deliberations and the recommendation of Ministry of power, SLC (LT)
recommended to extend the Bridge Linkage for Patratu Super Thermal Power Project (3 x 8OO) of pvulvl. for afurther period of three years beyond 24.06.2021 with the caveat t]lat as and when the coal block is

the li be reduced.

Additional Agenda ltem No. 2 : Transfer of part coal llnka
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(MahanadiCoalfieldsLimtted)lClLtosccr,1sing@

Ministry of Power vide O.M dated 17.05.2O21 has stated that NTPC's Solapur station consisting of 2 x 66OMW super critical units, situated in South - western part of Maharashtra is in commercial ope'ration sinceSeptember, 2017 / March, 2o19. The plant has been allocated long term coal linkage rrom rr.lc'L ror quantitv
5.o93 Million Tonne Per Annum (MTPA). However, since inceplion, the statiori is heavily deprived ofgeneration schedules due to its very high Energz Charge Rate (ECR) with coal sourced from MCL (located at adistance more than 15OO KMs). To brir:g down the ECR, NTPC has approached CIL for shifting of coJii.rt ageto western Coalfields Limited (WCL) (at notified price) / South Eastern Coalfrelds Limited (SEC11 under source
rationalization policy. However, this has not been materialized so far.

Ministry of Power has stated that Solapur plant is distantly located from different pitheads of the country,
nea-rest source being SCCL and wCL at distance of around 6o0 KMs and 8oo KMs respectively. In order toensure scheduling of power in merit order with competitive ECR and operate the plant, NTpC has beensourcing coal from SCCL specific sources under MoU and WCL specific sources undei pledble utilization ofdomestic coal policy.

Ministry of Power has also stated that SCCL vide its letter dated. o7.o9.2o2o / 06.02.2o21 to NTpc have
informed its interest to s-upply coal under long term coal linkage to Solapur, while citing excess coa-1availability at its mines. SCCL being nearest coa.l source to Solapur itation, thi coal linkage offired by SCCLwill be cheaper in terms of landed price of coal and thus the station shali have better pr"ospects io tp".atewith sustained generation schedule. Thus, a need is felt for shifting of 5o% of the existing iinkage qriantity
from MCL / clL to SCCL (retaining half with cIL for flexibility in ioal supplies). NTpC i." ."[.,."t"a ro.shifting of 5O% of existing coal linkage of Solapur plant with MCL / CIL t;-SCCL, alongwith unconditional
release of Security Deposit / Guarantee.

Ministry of Power has recommended the request of NTpc for consideration by SLC (LT).

Record of Discusslons: It was discussed that NTPC has requested for shifting of 5o% of the existing linkagequantity NTPC's Solapur station (2 x 660 MW) super critical units from MCi / CIL to SCCL (retai;ing ha_uwith CIL for flexibility in coal supplies), a-longwith unconditional release of Security Deposit 7 
'cuaraniee 

asthis would reduce the landed price of coal and a.lso bring down the ECR.

Project Proponent stated that it is a case of rationalization of coal linkage. Presently, the coal linkage quantity
for both the units of SolzFur Station (2 x 660 MW) is 2.54 MT each. Ho-wever, theyare not sourcin! 

"oJ i.o-MCL and in case the coal is sourced from MCL, the ECR is 44 Paise/unit and they won,t be ab'ie to come

8'



SCCL stated that Took of the coal requirement of unit i was supplied by SCCL in the last year and if linkage isq91"9 on to sccl., they are ready to supply coal in view oi cort a,raitatility with them. cIL stated that ifNTPC has a better deal from sccl, they have no objection if the linkage is shifted to scc1, and NTpC can goahead' It was discussed that NTPC has requested for shifting of Soi/o of existing iinkage q"..tiiv, rr".".,entire linkage of Unit-II be shifted to SCCL. project proponent cJnfirmed to this.

Ministry of Power stated that the request of NTPC has already been recommended by it andagreed to supply coa1, the request of NTpC should be considered_

Recommendations: In view of the deliberations, recommendation of Ministry of power and that cIL & scclhas agreed to it, SLC(LT) 
-rec^ommended 

for shifting of existing linkage qrutiity of unit-Il of NTpc,s solapu.Station from MCL/CIL to SCCL.

SCCL has

q.

It was also stated
requested that in order to reduce the ECR and to come under MoD, li"k"g;-;;;';;?o,#ir"- ,ira, aSCCL' Project Proponent also stated that the matter of unconditional release of Bank Guarantee is withdrawnby it.



Annexure

List of Partlclpants

Ministry of Coal

1. Shri Vinod Kumar Tiwari, Additional Secreta-ry [in the Chair]
2. Shri M. Nagaraju, Additional Secretary
3. Ms Vismita Tej, Joint Secretary (CpD)
4. Shri Mukesh Choudhary, Director (CpD)
5. Shri Ajitesh Kumar, Deputy Secretary (NA)
6. Shri Darshan Kumar Solanki, Deputy Secretary (p&S_I & P&S-II)

Mlntstry of Power

1. Shri Sanjeev Kumar Kassi, Chief Engineer
2. Shri Pawan Kumar Kalarwal. Director

NITI Aayog

1. Shri Jawahar Lal, S.E (Energ)

Minlstry of Railways

1. Shri Subodh Kumar Singh, ATM/FM

Central Electrlclty Authortty

1. Shri Naresh Anand, Member (Thermal)

Coal Indla Limited

1. Shri S N Tiwary, Director (Marketing)
2. Shri Tarak Roy, Chief Manager
3. Shri Rajesh Mishra, Chief Manager

Central Coalflelds Limited

1. Shri Ajit Singh, Chief Manager
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Eastern Coalfields Limited

1. Shri A K Batula, Chief Manager

lYorthern Coalflelds Llmited

1. Shri S K Marwa, Chief Manager

NTPC

1. Shri Ajay Singhal, AGM
2. Shri Yousuf Ameen, Sr. Manager

IYLC India Limited

1. Shri Prabhakar Chowki, Director (Mines)

SJVII Thermal (P.l Limited

1. Shri Sanjeev Sood, Chief Executive Officer
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